
HaǼ mit§kuyepi Blok®tu wast® luh§ (have a beautiful summer my 

friends) 

After the plenitude of spring rainfall, AIHFS seeds have 

transformed into gardens replete with the summerós bounty. 

The talents of AIHFS staff, Board of Directors and Advisory 

Council members have also planted the seeds of growth this past 

spring, and eagerly anticipate word about the many proposals 

submitted to funders on behalf of our community. 

Maintaining a healthy garden requires laying a foundation fertile 

for growth.  Tending the garden bed of AIHFS has included hiring 

our new family physician, Majorie Alvir, DO , who will be joining 

us full-time mid-July.  Look for information about a meet and 

greet that we will host to welcome Dr. Alvir in the near future. 

Lastly, AIHFS has been listening to your feedback as we have 

immersed ourselves in Improved Patient Care (IPC) activities.  

Look within to read about changes in our processes that we are 

testing to improve customer service and client healthcare.  We 

hope you will also embrace our passion to improve AIHFS to an 

excellent standard of care and consider joining our Community 

Advisory Council, our Quality Assurance Committee or our IPC 

Improvement Team. 

While we have just begun to enjoy summerôs warmth, we are 

already looking forward to fall activities including our annual 

AIHFS Annual Healthy Families Health Fair which we have 

tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 8th! 

Lastly, we thank you for allowing us to be your medical home and 

wish you and yours a warm and bountiful summer! 

Wopila (with gratitude), 

 

Jerilyn  
Executive Director  

Greetings from Jerilyn Church, Executive Director... 
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The AIHFS Board of Directors is looking for new members with backgrounds in: 

*  Accounting                        *  Finance 

*  Development                     *  Fundraising 
 

In order to be considered please submit: 

Letter of Intent and Resume: 

Submit to: American Indian Health and Family Services,  

ATTN: Jerilyn Church, Executive Director  

PO Box 810 

Dearborn, MI 48121  

Now Accepting Applications for the 
AIHFS Board of Directors  
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Aanii, Osiyo, Hello youth & families, 
Spring has been really good to us in the youth program. We had a hand drum workshop with Trevor Church where youth 

learned to make their own hand drum with a beautiful dream catcher pattern in the lacing. Jessica Yee visited us from the 

Native Sexual Health Awareness Organization.  We took a family trip out to Mt. Pleasant to visit the Ziibiwing Center and 

made some beautiful dream catchers. The teens attended the Native American Critical Issues Conference in Lansing and had 

a blast! Our regular cooking classes with Connie Pashenee have been outstanding; we have some future chefs among us! The 

teens visited the DIA and took a trip out to Michigan State University.  Special thanks to Joe Jacobs, Tim Seneca, and Joan 

Jacobs for teaching us some new moves to start the powwow season out right at our community dance classes and socials. 

We also had the amazing opportunity to turn the youth program office into a live recording studio!  Special thanks to Frank 

for teaching us songs and a prayer in Anishinabemowin, to Joe for his organization and vocal talents and to our friend who 

took the time to help us record. Our annual Bowling fundraiser was so much fun and we were able to fundraise over $1,000 

thanks to all of the community support. After an exciting day of preparing the gardens and planting on May 23rd in the rain 

and thunder, we had a beautiful graduation celebration here at AIHFS on May 24th, 2011. The youth who completed the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎƳǳŘƎŜ ōǳƴŘƭŜǎΦ  YΩ²ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ 

special honor for her dedication to group and her recent high school graduation. Special thanks to Jamie Schuyler for her 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōŜŀŘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΗ  We were also able to honor our volunteers, interns and staff for 

all their hard work. The event was blessed with a great turnout of community elders, parents, grandparents and youth.  The 

food was delicious and the day was gorgeous!  Thank you to all who made our spring and graduation so very special!  We 

welcome you all to the great programming coming up including a Social Night & Round dance, a Bomba Class & Social, 

garden days and more!  Please call the youth staff for more information or to get involved!!!  Ph313-846-3718 x1113 

Miigwetch, Wado, Thank you! 
Nickole Fox 



Michigan Indian Family 

Olympics 
 

Itôs that time of year again! The 24th Annual Michigan 

Indian Family Olympics will take place July 29th at 

CMUôs Bennett Track and Field in Mt. Pleasant! We are 

looking for participants of all ages, shapes and sizes! 

This event is to promote health and wellness through a 

family fun day of physical activity with mainly track and 

field events. There are events for toddlers and seniors 

too! AIHFS has participated in the Olympics for many 

years. So come join us and help represent your 

community! For more information please contact 

Nickole Fox Ph 313-846-3718 x1113 or Rosebud Bear 

Ph 313-846-3718 x1125. 
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Parenting Classes have Started, Please Call Josh Schuyler for 

dates and times at (313) 846-3718 Ext. 1205 

These classes are held on weekend or on evenings to 

accommodate parents schedules 

Classes can be held in local communities (i.e. Wayne, 

Oakland, Macomb, St. Clair, Monroe, Washtenaw, 

Livingston and Ingham) 

Gas cards are distributed for participation 

Food and beverages provided 

Children are welcome to attend 

These classes are open to anyone who is a Native American 

parent or is involved in the lives of Native children. 

 Parents Support Program 


